Welfare advocates
oppose time limits

Yawu Miller

Erica Griggs' sobe transgression
was her failure to give the Depart-
ment of Transitional Assestance two
weeks notice before leaving her job
a5 & sales clerk, She was laid off and
two-weehs nobice wasn't possible,

For that infraction, she lost her
state-funded chdd cane voucher, The
rnade finding another job all the more
difficult. Because job applicants gen
erally don't being their children with
them to job interviews and because
Griggs couldn™ afford to pay for child
care, her opbons wene imited.

" had to go back on welfare to
get child care,” she says. “Once
wou're on welfare, it's easy to get it,
but it shouldn't be that way.”

While Griggs was able bo obtain a
woucher fairly quackly, famiies not re-
caiving Temporary Aid for Families
with Dependent Children have a
much longer wadk, according to state

Last week, Wilkerson received a
mema from the state’s Offce of Child
Care Serices showing that 14,926
children across the state are on the
wariting list for the vouchers, While
TAFDAC recipeents are fast racked for
the vouchers, those nol receiing
benefits face shn chances of oblair
ing & vocher,
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Grven that shortfall, Wilkerson
guashons the admamistration of
Governor Mitt Romney in its goal of
toughening work requirements for
TAFDEG recipients.

*If wee had 00 mone women wha
wanted to find meanangful work, we
couldn’t do it,” she said in an inter-
view Monday. “t's not in the budget.”

Romney admnistration officials
hearve: masntaineed that there s be suf-
ficient funds in the budgel. Depart-
et of Transitional Assistance
spokesman Dck Powers said Wilker-
£on’s claims ane unfounded,

“That's the exact same thing
that was said in 1995 when wel
fare reform was frst enacted,” he
commented,

The govemnor's plan would require
adults with children one-wear-old or
eder torwork, while the current plan
applies only to adults with children
two or clder, Linder the Romney plan
adufts weth children betwean the
ages of 2 and 5 waould be required
to work 30 hours a week, while the
current plan requires those parents
o work 20 hours a week,

Under the current system, 25
percent of people receiving TAFDC
are reqared to work, Under the pro-
posed system that percentage would
double,

Powers notes that Romney's
budget would include an addibional
6.4 million for child care and an ad-
ditional 58 million for educational
PrOEramming.

Bust state Rep. Mice Wo sad she
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doesn't think Homney has sufficiently
accounted for needs of the recipi-
ents who would be forced to work,
many of whom have disabilibes or

They would need tremendous
support systems,” she said. "1 don't
think Governor Romnay is wiling to
o that.”

Wolf says there is not adequate
funding for transportation or cane of
disabled children. Nor is there Tund-
ing for fraining programs for disabled
parerts who woukd be asked to find
WiOrk

Whether or not the administration
pushed through its changes, which
were proposed in January, welfare
advocates say the current sysbern is
ot working will for worlong panents.

Terry Hamilton, an advocate for
TAFDC recipients, says she frequently

sees women who lose ther benafits.

“It's a horribla shame that thare
are 50 marmy women kosing ther ben-
efits,” she sasl. “Their children are
suffening.”

Powers says the proposed
changes in the requirements would
bring the state ivbo compliance with
federal standards for AFDC.

“Fadure o do 50 could result m
the ks of tens of mallons of dollars®
Pt 5.

But Wilkerzon disagreed, noting
that state and federal b mandate
that welfare-towork programs pro-
wide adequate assistance for TAFDC
famdies,

We have a legal requinrement un-
der state law bo provide for chid cane
and transportation,” she said. “And
we have more than 14,000 children
o the wasting ksl for income ehgibée
cheddren. Who ane we foolng™



